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BERLIN CLAIMS FIRST 


OT —— 


Germans Making 
New V-2 


NEW types of V-2 weapons, 
.‘\ with a greater destructive 
power, are under construction, 
reports the Berlin co ondent 
of the Stockholm “ Aftonbladet.” 

“ The German High Command 
claims that a greater number of 
\-weapons will be hurled against 


In Greece 
n'a ie so || Ímproved 


shown that V-2 makes a crater R. 
15 yards deep and 35 yards in 
diameter. The new types will 
have a cooling device to prevent 
heat generated in the steel casing 
when the bomb leaves the 
stratosphere, causing it to 
explode prematurely.”—(Reuter.) | 


Situation 


CHURCHILL resisted all 
demands that he should make 
a further statement on the position 
in Greece, and denied in the House 
of Commons yesterday that the situ- 
ation in Greece was deteriorating. 
“1 think it has greatly improved,” 
he told Mr. Greenwood, who had 
urged that a pronouncement was 
desirable before the recess. 

The Prime Minister said that if 
there was.to be a debate on a vote 
of censure room could be found for 
it to-day (Wednesday), while ques- 
tions could be raised on the adjourn- 
ment for the recess. This was 
agreed to, following representations 
from the Labour Party. Mr. 
Churchill is expected to speak. 

Asked by Mr. Tinker (Lab., 
Leigh) for a statement on the war 
Situation, Mr. Churchill said: “A 
great battle is -proceeding, and I 
should certainly think that when we 
meet again after Christmas it would 
be ,appropriate that we shouid re- 
view the field not only in one 
theatre, but widely.” 

The situation in Athens has im- 
proved both militarily and politi- 
cally since the British opened the 
road to the Pireus and the despatch 
of a cable to King George of Greece 
by M. Papandreou recommending 
approval of the plan to make Arch- 
bishop Damaskinos Regent, cables 
Reuter’s special correspondent. 

M. Panayotis _ KaneHopoulos, 
Minister for the Navy, ‘said last 
night that the Regency question 
“would be settled within a few 
days.” He added that it might be 
necessary to obtain the King’s signa- 
ture to a decree. 


TO ACCEPT TERMS 


The Greek E.A.M. (political 
counterpart of the E.L.A.S. military 
formations) has indicated its readi- 
ness to accept General Scobie’s 
“ withdraw and disarm” conditions 
subject to the settlement of various 

olitical matters, the Greek Prime 

inister, MM. Papandreou, § said 
yesterday. 

M. Porphyrogennis, the E.A.M. 
Emissary, who was to have visited 
General Scobie at British head- 
quarters yesterday, informed General 
Scobie through an intermediary that 
he had been unable to leave his 
house owing to street fighting, but 
he would send a letter. i 
E.L.A.S. forces have broken 
through the wire. surrounding the. 
compound at the R.A.F. H.O. near 
Athens, says a Reuter despatch, and 
British tanks and armoured cars are 
on the way to relieve the H.O. 

In the area of the port of Pirzus, 
Indian and British troops have now 
methodically cleared the whole cf 
the Kallipolis peninsula. 

“The British garrison in the 
Averoft prison has been successfully 
withdrawn, together with some of 
the political prisoners,” said General 
Scobte’. communiqué. 

The former Greek Premier, Rallis, 
was among the 400 prisoners who 
disappeared from the Averoff prison 
during the battle there and the 
Greek Government police and 
gendarmerie are searching for him. 
The British authorities are assisting. 


BRITAIN PLANS 
TO CHANGE 


CAR TAX BASIS 


sil. JOHN ANDERSON, Chan- 
7 cellor of the Exchequer, told 
Mis Ward (C., Wallsend) in the 
British House of Commons yester- 
day that there would be no change 
at present in the war licence duty 
or the fuel tax, but that the Govern- 
ment had concluded that there 
would be an appreciable advantage 
in taxing horse-power on the basis 
of the cubic capacity of the engine, 
sad of the cylinder bore. 

ine rate, which it was proposed 

hiing into force on January Ist, 
1946, would, he said, be equivalent 

‘| for every 100 cubic centi- 

res, and would be arranged to 
produce approximately the same 
amount of revenue as would be 
raised on the present basis. The 
change represented one major point 
on which there had been practically 
unanimous view among the car 
manufacturers, and he did not think 
it would entail any saving to the 

oC. 

í Interviewed regarding the pro- 
posed chang. Sir Miles Thomas, 
of the Nuffield Organisafion, 
paid a compliment to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer for his 
acceptance of the principles, which 
he considers will benefit both 
the private user and the 
trade's export business. The pri- 
vate user will probably save 
on the annual amount of tax, 
while manufacturers will be free to 
adjust their designs of both engine 
and the vehicle in order to produce 
cars most acceptable by overseas 
markets. 

\ “square” engine, he pointed 
out, can hold a good average speed 
more readily and safely than a high 
compression power unit, be more 
easily controlled and give longer 
lease of useful life with a minimum 
of workshop attention. 

lhe present system of basing 
motor taxation on “h.p.” calculated 
by squaring the bore of the cylinder, 
ignoring the stroke of the piston, 
has led to the development of small 
bore, long-stroke engines. With 
taxation based on cubic capacity, 
more efficient engines, of wider bore 
and shorter stroke, should be 
developed, writes our Motoring 
Correspondent. The Chancellor’s 
announcement will disappoint those 
who had hoped for a small nominal 
car tax with the rest of the desired 
revenue raised by a higher tax on 
petrol. 


Iran Oil Dispute 


lran has proposed a compromise 
solution of the dispute arising from 
her refusal to grant oil concessions 
to Russia until the end of the war. 
Nurteza Bavatt, the Premier, has 
suggested to Moscow the resumption 
of talks on the basis of the sale of 
oil from Northern Iran to Russia. 

Such sales would be in accordance 
with the new law, which prohibits 
the granting of any further oil con- 
cessions by any lIramian government 
lo any foreign government or com- 
but permits the sale of oil 
‘subject to Parliament’s consent.— 
(Reuter.) 


France Supports 


Curzon Line 


The French Government's attitude 
to the Polish question follows closely 
that expressed by Mr. Churchill, 
said a report issued yesterday by 
the French News Agency, which 
may be taken as semi-officially 
inspired, according to a Reuter Paris 
message. 

Mr. Churchill said that the Soviet 
claim to the Curzon Line frontier 
with Poland was reasonable and 
just. 
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gift that will kindle the affection in 
her heart... the gift of a luxury 
Gala Coffret, in an attractive festive 
packing. Four sets to choose from, 
containing selections of the exclusive 
Gala beauty aids, and ranging up fo 
half-a-guinea. Chemists and beauty 
shops can show you the full range 
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CcOFPFRETS 


Caen” in 


infantry forces in 
‘led counter-offensive. 


last night that General 


A German military 
Eisenhower had 


road junction town of 
Stavelot. 


An A.P. correspondent with the 
Ist Army reported last night that 
Bran, a yesterday threw in 

and armo 
to stabilise the etary wig woe 


The correspondent added that 
General Hodges was i 
available arais, BHIA AR 

Reuter's correspondent at Allied 
Supreme H.O. staed that the 
German offensive, reported on 
Monday to have reached fifteen 
miles westwards to the vicinity of 
Stavelot, “continues to rage, 
German columns infiltrating through 
the Ardennes country.” 

Marshal von Runstedt’s three-day- 
old counter-attack, 20 miles deep 
into Belgium according to earlier 
reports, had assumed. the propor- 
tions of the Battle of Caen, the 
correspondent added. 


“GROUND REGAINED ” 


Reuter’s correspondent with the 
Ist Army, who early yesterday re- 
ported that the Americans—fighting 
for the time being against “ over- 
whelming odds ”’—were falling back 
before the German tank and in- 
fantry divisions, later announced 
that some ground had been regained 
and that General Hodges’ forces 
had partially sealed off one break- 
through in the north. 

Weather conditions are reported 
to be favouring the German 
attackers. Bad flying conditions 
handicapped the Allied air forces, 
whose strength is superior to that 
of the Luftwaffe. The battlefield is 
covered with low. cloud and fog. 

Reuter’s correspondent at Allied 
H.Q., traciny German preparations 
for the counter-blow, writes: On 
the 3rd and 7th Army fronts. 
Generals Patton and Patch wrestled 
grimly with skilful rearguard actions 
until the Germans were able to 
retire into the steel and concrete 

ositions of the Siegfried Line. 

hile this withdrawal was ín pro- 
gress Marshal von Rundstedt pains- 
takingly mustered spare divisions, 
searched out thousands of guns, 
tanks, planes and vehicles, and 
awaited the moment to strike. 

The moment came on Saturday. 

The German commander is thought 
to believe that the Allies cannot 
afford to weaken hard-won positions 
fronting the Siegfried Line lest the 
Germans storm out again, and, 
therefore, cannot afford to reinforce 
the Ist Army sector at the expense 
of others. 
. The question now is who will be 
first to have to draw off troops from 
elsewhere to the present front and 
upset long-laid strategy? 

Following a tour of the battle 
zones, John Wilhelm, Reuter’s cor- 
respondent with the Ist Army, 
wrote :— 

“The Germans appeared at an 
unexpected place and have been 
able to secure a very complete ad- 
vantage. Panzer forces which long 
had been known to be west of the 
Rhine, and which caused General 
Eisenhower to say some weeks ago 
that the battle of Germany would 
come on this side of the Rhine, 
have been pushed into battle. 

“It would seem the German 
forces are not yet contained, except 
-by the fact that they can proceed 
only to such a point where an ex- 
tended salient would endanger 
itseif. It is a question of Allied 
power. The time should come 
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commentator 
movi 
meet Marshal von Rundstedt’s 


Reports from the front say that the Americans have lost the 


ARMY SPLIT IN TWO. 


ig; Biggest German Attack Since 


Progress 


(Reuter and A.P. Reports.] 


faye American 1st Army yesterday threw in tank and 
an effort to 


stem the Germans’ panzer- 


The German News Agency spokesman, Max Krull, claimed 


Hodges’ Army had been cut in 
two by the counter-offensive. : 


stated that General 
reserves since Sunday to 
threat. 


Malmédy, four miles east of 


| When the German spearhead dare 
go no further without first bringing 
up forces on either side.” 

According to A.P., the outcome 
of the whole campaign may prove 
to be hinged on the result of the 
battle. 

The German News Agency com- 
mentator, Max Krull, stated last 
night :— 

“No details have been released 


EUTER’S Special Corre- 
spondent at Allied Supreme 
H.Q. cabled this morning:— 
The greatest German counter- 
offensive since 1918 is smashing 
on amid a spate of rumours. The 
Army view is that the time has 
not yet come for disclosures of 
the facts. 
An indication that the German 
ush has not lost its momentum 
provided by yesterday’s use of 
British and erican heavy 
bombers in a close-up tactical de- 
fensive réle. , 


on how operations are progressing, 
but the first énemy lines were over- 
run by the spearhead of the offen- 
sive, and now Hodges’ army is cut 
in two by the German armour. 

_ “ Neighbouring sectors are show- 
ing signs of being affected by the 
repercussions of the German 
action. 


“ Rundstedt’s plans are founded 
on the assumption that there will be 
a large-scale offensive in the east. 
Thus the German offensive in the 
west has been launched with forces 
kept in readiness for this particular 
task. No other front has been 
weakened sc: as to make the offen- 
sive front strong.” 

Alex. Schmalfuss, war reporter of 
the same agency, reported: —‘ The 
gigantic German offensive battle on 
the ~-Erfel.front;-whiich:- has -- been 
Eo go.“ for 80 hours, is still a battle 
OÍ silence, though accompanied by 
a thunderous din of all weapons. 
All I have been able to learn from 
the German High Command is that 
the operations are proceeding with 
clockwork precision. This was 
mentioned with an air of self- 
confidence.” 

Captain Sertorius, another Ger- 
man commentator, asserted that 
General Eisenhower had been 
moving reserves to meet the threat 
since Sunday. “General Eisen- 
hower must now shunt about large 
forces and unfreeze effectives from 
sectors where they are not needed,” 
Sertorius added. “ How strong his 
strategic reserves are will become 
apparent in the next few days. 

“But large as are Eisenhower's 
reserves, they may well have been 
ear-marked for offensive actions and 
lined up in sectors where the Allies 
planned, to advance. It can be 
assumed that Eisenhower will have 
to draw on some of his other armies. 
They will be weakened, and the 
continuance of their offensives will 
become problematic. Among the 
armies which in this way will be 
affected are, obviously, the Ist 
Canadian and the 2nd British 
Armies, 

“Eisenhower, the man who has 
been regarded as the prototype of 
methodical warfare, has been 
coerced to take to improvised 
methods of defence.” 


Baltic Naval Base 
Bombed 


The Baltic port of Gdynia was 
bombed by Lancasters of Bomber 
Command on Monday night, says 
the Press Association. German 
naval umits in the harbour, as well 
as Germany’s main naval base, 
were attacked. The British Air 
Ministry’s communiqué added that 
Nuremberg and Miinster were also 
bombed, as were airfields well 
behind the German lines, destroying 
atleast one aircraft. Five of the 
attacking aircraft are missing. . 

The Air Ministry’s News Service 
says that the warships in the 
harbour were protected by a smoke- 
screen. i 

More than 300 Flying Fortresses 
of the U.S. 8th Air Force attacked 
a series of road and rail junCtions 
in Western Germany just opposite 
the ist U.S. Army front, an 
American report states. 

The junctions, located along a 
line from Trier north to Gemund, 
are on vital supply routes to the 
counter-attacking German forces in 
this sector. 


Rasher and Eggs For 


Christmas 


While egg distributors are some- 
what guarded when asked about the 
supply position, one of them went 
so far as to ba ia Irish Times 
reporter yesterday that eggs were 
mote plentiful. “I think that at 
least everybody will be able to have 
bacon and eggs for breakfast on 
Christmas Day,” he said. 

There is not much hope that 
there will be enough eggs available, - 
except for a few fortunates, to make 
a belated Christmas cake. 


Eee 


Pope’s Broadcast 


A message from the Pope to the 
world on Christmas Eve will 
broadcast at 1.15 p.m., Irish summer 
time, on wave- 31.06, 50.26 
and 222 metres. The English ver- 
sion will be read at 5.15 p.m., Irish 
summer time, on the 50.26 metre 
band. The celebration of Midnight 
Mass on Christmas Eve by the Pope 
is also being broadcast. 


—— 


Fascet_ sabotage "bas 
caused by * Fascist “ 
destroyed 270 tank car | of oil 

rtof Ruschuk, on 
b á ing to the Bul- 


Lipstick — Face. Powder — Facial Cream — Perfume | 


“ - a. - Lá 


French People’s 


Terrible Plight 


(THOUSANDS of people in France 
will be without bare essentials 
this Christmas, according to reports 
received by the Press Association 
from French and British Quaker 
! relief workers. 

The reports, which refer to 
Normandy and the Pas de Calais, 
where lack of transport is creating 
an additional food problem, state 
that thousands are cold, have 
nowhere ‘to live, no blankets, no 
change of underwear, no shoes, no 

ots to do cooking, even if they 
ound somewhere to do it. There is 
a general shortage of fuel. Towns 
have from 20 to 90 per cent. of the 
houses destroyed. i 
The people are returning to the 
battle-devastated areas, and every 
attic and hovel is filled, people 
sleeping on floors and tables. 

At Le Havre, out of 10,000 houses 
only 2,000 are intact, and 100,000 
people are homeless. A large part 
of the city is without water, gas or 
electricity. At Caen, three-quarters 
of the city, including the sevice 5 
is destroyed. At Boulogne people 
are living in cellars. tie 

The area round Caen is mined 
and the harvest ruined. To save the 
potatoes the oldest horse in the 
village is harnessed to a roller about 
8 or 9 yards off, and the driver 
follows about another 9 yards 
behind. If the horse is not blown 
up, the roller touches off the mines, 
and the potatoes can be gathered. 


Twelve Men Detained 


About 12.men have been detained 
by the Belfast police for questioning 
in connection with the shooting near 
the city centre cn Monday evening. 

A 19-year-old labourer, Thomas 
Lughran, of Cinnamond street, who 
was wounded in the stomach in the 
shooting, was stated last night to be 
comfortable. 
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Famous Irish | 
Sailing Ship 
‘Presumed Lost 


HE MARY B. MITCHELL can 

now be presumed lost. 

Yesterday Patrick Byrne, of 
Ringsend, one of the seamen, told 
an Jrish Times reporter that when 
he last saw the Mary B. Mitchell 
she was on the rocks in Solway 
Firth, and would certainly be a total 
wreck, 

Mr. E. J. Betson, of .Eden quay, 
who managed the ship, said that 
yesterday she was being surveyed 
by Liloyd’s underwriters to see 
whether she would be worth salvag- 
ing, but his hopes were not very 
high. 

Seaman Byrne, who returned to 
Dublin on Monday with five other 
members of the crew of eight, told 
the story of the accident. The Mary 
B. Mitchell left Dublin on Wednes- 
day last. Immediately she’ran into 
dirty weather, which grew worse on 
the following days. On Thursday 
all her canvas was carried away in 
a 100 m.p.h. gale. 

One engine was in Dublin under- 
going repairs, the other kept the 
ship limping along at 24 knots. 
Towards evening on Friday, when 
making for an anchorage at Silloth, 
in the Solway Firth, the ship ran 
aground on a sandbank. 

Less than three hours after the 
crew had been taken off by life- 
boat she left the sandbank and ran 
aground on some near-by rocks. 

Captain P. Brennan, of Balls- 
bridge. avenue, Dublin, who was 
deputising for Captain Arthur 
Dowds, of Howth, and Mr. Thomas 
Birch, of Larkhill road; Whitehall, 
the mate, remained in Scotland. The 
rest of the crew returned to Dublin 
on Monday. ahs 

The Mary B. Mitchell—originally 
built for a British peer—was us 
in the making of two films—* The 
Mystery of the Marie Celeste” and 
“ McGlusky the Sea Rover.” 


8th Army Back To 
Bologna Line 


Marshal Kesselring, by throwing 
in tanks to support his counter- 
attacks against Eighth Army forces 
fanning out into the Lombardy 
Plain, north of Faenza, has forced 
the Allied troops back to the 
Rimini-Bologna railway line, just 
north. of the city, says Reuter’s 
special correspondent. The German 
High Command is making deter- 
mined attempts to keep General 
McCreery’s troops compressed In 
their present battleground. | 

More counter-atttacks have been 
launched against the Canadian 
bridgehead over the Canale Naviglio, 
north of Bagnacavallo, leading to 
bitter fighting around the town. 
Bagnacavallo is increasingly 
threatened not only by _ pressure 
from the north, but by a new thrust 
from the south, where forward units 
| have the new Ger de- 
fensive waterline along the Fosso 
Vecchio. 

Three miles south-west of the 
Faenza- Bologna highway Indian 
fighting patrols have crossed the 
Senio River, the next Gesman line 
against the Allied drive up the high- 
way to Bologna. Only patrol clashes 
are reported in the mountains by 
the. Fifth Army front. German 
communications in the Po Valley 
were again attacked from the air. 

The Adriatic island and strong- 
hold of Lussin, off Pola, in Istria, 
was bombarded for the second time 
on Sunday night by four British 
destroyers — Whaddon, Atherstone, 
Cleveland and Wilton. The targets 
included the battery. bridges, bar- 
racks and small craft in the harbour. 


Nobody Ever Signed 


Atlantic Charter 


Nobody had ever signed the Atlantic 
Charter and there was no copy of it, 
said President. Roosevelt at a Press 
conference yesterday. 

Ending a minor Washington 
controversy as to the existence of 
an “Atlantic Charter” document, 
and its absence from the National 
Museum, the President said that 
there had never been a formal 
document. There had been a 
document scribbled with corrections 
by Mr. Churchill and himself. He 
recounted a series of mishaps oF 
the occasion when the Mexican an 
other Ambassadors had gathered at 
the White House to sign the declara- 
tion “to find that they had neither 
documents, pen nor ink!” The 
President stated that all the nations, 
however, had put their signatures to 
the obligations outlined. 

He said that no date had been 
fixed for a meeting between himself, 
Mr. Churchill and Marshal Stalin, 
and added that he intends to keep 
on steering a course “a little left of 
centre during the war and after- 
wards.” 

The Atlantic Charter, says 
Reuter’s Special Correspondent, is a 
joint declaration, approved by the 
President and Mr. Churchill on 
August 12th, 1941, on board U.S.S. 
Augusta during the Prime Minister’s 
visit to the President. The nearest 
to an original document is the type- 
written script approved by Mr. 
Churchill and President Roosevelt, 
but not signed by either because, 
constitutionally, neither could sign 
such a document with out approval. 
—(Reuter and A.P.) 


Footwear Scheme in 
Operation 


The Commissioners for the Dublin 
Board of Assistance have taken im- 
mediate steps to give effect to the 
Order regarding footwear for chil- 
dren, made by Dr. Ward, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Minister 
for Local Government and Public 
Health. Application forms have been 
issued to the persons eligible to 
benefit under the scheme, and a 
large staff appointed to deal with 
them. Applications which have 
reached the Commissioners have 
been considered. Over 
vouchers were issued yester- 
day, in order that as. many recipients 


ia possible may obtain chil n's 
footwear before Christmas. i 
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Nijmegen sector. Many houses have been isolated as flood waters 


covered the low-lying land. 


—{A.P. Photo) 


RUSSIAN forces, advancing north- 
wards into Czechoslovakia on a 
70 miles front, are fewer than 
50 miles from the Polish border 
at several points, and a fiying 
column is moving swiftly on the 
rail junction city of Kosice, 
Reuter’s special correspondent 
cabled last night from Moscow. 


Leading tanks are less than 16 miles 
from this big manufacturing 
centre and, the easy routes 
it commands into Southern 
Poland. 


The German garrison, according to 
this correspondent, is facing a 
three-way drive from the south- 
west, south and north-east. 


As the Russians lever the 
Germans back all along this front, 
Marshal Malinovsky is fighting the 
first battles for another big Czech rail 
junction—that of Losonz, on one of 
the main lines linking Slovakia with 
German. supply bases behind 
Cracow, in Southern Poland, says 
Reuter’s correspondent. It is a key 
point in the German defence system, 
designed to prevent the Red Army 
from forming a solid front in the 
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Russians Only 50 Miles. 
From South Poland 


north-east with its spearhead pointed 
at Austria. 

Petrov has only to re-open his 
attack westwards through Slovakia 
to pave the way for a tremendous 
Soviet break-through, says Reuter’s 
correspondent. 

The Soviet communiqué said that 
yesterday, in Czechoslovakia, east 
and south-east of Kosice, Russian 
troops, Overcoming resistance and 
engineering obstacles in mountainous 
and wooded country, occupied a 
number of inhabited localities. 
Simultaneously, south and south- 
west of Kosice, Soviet troops on 
Czechoslovak territory occupied a 
number of inhabited localities in- 
cluding two railway stations, while 
north-west of Miskolc a number of 
inhabited localities on Czechoslovak 
territory were occupied. 

In Hungary, north and north-west 
of Gyoengyoes, Russian forces cap- 
tured a number of inhabited locali- 
ties, it was stated. 

Apart from the official commu- 
niqué a kind of “ pre-offensive 
security black-out” has descended 
on the Soviet Press similar to that 
on the Western front, Duncan 
Hooper cables from Moscow. No 
mention is made of the issue of 
the struggle for Budapest. 


Oil Refinery as | 
Early Post-war 
Undertaking 


PROBABLY one of Eire’s biggest 
industrial undertakings to be 
completed in the immediatc post- 
war period will be Dublin’s 
£2,500,000 oil refinery at the Liffey 
mouth, writes a correspondent. 

Begun in 1937, the project was 
to have been completed within a 
two-years period, but so many 
initial difficulties, including the 
building strike, beset the company 
(Irish National Refineries) that by 
the time “a “shortage of materials 
brought work to an abrupt halt in 
1940, the greater part of the plant 
still remained to be erected. It is 
estimated that six months must 
elapse after the European war's 
ending before. the company will 
again be in a position to resume 
work. 

When completed, the refinery will 
be capable of handling, annually, 
roughly 300,000 tons of crude 
petroleum brought to Eire in the 
company’s own tanker fleet. Vir- 
tually 70 acres will be occupied by 
the refinery and subsidiary plant, 
which will be of the most modern 
design. Here it will be possible to 
produce all requisite grades of 
petroleum products, including the 
very latest high-octane aviation 
spirit. 

The distillation, “ cracking,” “ re- 
forming,” and many other complex 
technical refining processes will be 
carried out by a staff of, roughly, 
250, which will include a propor- 
tion of specially trained key opera- 
tives. At least ninety per cent. of 
personnel will be recruited in Eire. 

Already half-a-million pounds 
have been spent on the site of the 
refinery at the North Wall extension, 
and, on the basis of presumed post- 
war costs, it is estimated that it will 
take another £2,000,000 to com- 
plete the plant.. Here has been 
erected the steam plant, housing 
four B. and W. water-tube boilers, 
each with a capacity of 55,000 Ibs. 
of steam per hour, with a 100 feet 
high, 10 feet diameter smoke-stack. 
The re-inforced concrete piles, on 
which will rest the concrete “raft ” 
or refinery foundation, already have 
been driven, while a red-brick 
workers’ «canteen and workshop 
have also been completed. 

There are two 350 feet wharfs, 
one completed, the other in process 
of construction, where dredging has 
provided a depth of 33 feet at low 
tide. Thus the largest ocean-going 
tankers will be enabled to discharge 
at all stages of the tide, at an 
average rate of 1,500 tons per hour 
through 12-inch flexible hose. 

Of the company’s 70-acre site, 
50 acres are at present occupied by 
Government emergency fuel sup- 
plies. The company has an option 
on a further 30 acres, to be re- 
claimed by the. Dublin Pert and 
Docks Board, if necessary. When 
completed, the plant will cater for 
Eire’s requirements of petroleum 
products (based on pre-war de- 
mand); and, if necessary, output 
could be “ stepped-up ” to meet an 
increased demand. . 

Output will consist of ' pos: 
kerosene, gas oils (used for the en- 
richment of town gas), diesel oils, 
boiler fuel-oils, lubricating oils and 
bitumens (used in road construc- 


tidn). 


Bogus Calls For 
Fire Brigade 


During this week Dublin Fire 
Brigade engines were sent out on 
nearly a dozen fools’ errands. From 
call boxes in different parts of the 
city the Brigade received what were 
described as urgent fire calls, spran 
into immediate action, only-to fin 
on arrive” that they were the 
victims of a stupid hoax. 

Last night three calls reached the 
Brigade. Two were for fire engines 
and one for an ambulance. The 
engines and ambulamce, wasting 2 
great deal of petrol and man-power, 
were rushed to the scene. On 
arrival, they found that they had 
been fooled. ‘There was no sign of 
a fire or an accident. The Brigade 
is extremely perturbed, because 
during Christmas it may not be 
easy to assess the exact urgency of 


any call. 

eople who hear ‘unnecessary 
phone calls to the Brigade should 
communicate with the police. Some- 


way that it is impossible to ‘trace 
them. The. co-operation of the 


in the detection of those respon- 
sible for this continued grave abuse 
would go far to bringing it to an 
end and meting out to the guilty 


The Dangers of 


Intervention 


In Europe 


VISCOUNT TEMPLEWOOD, for- 
merly Sir Samuel Hoare, retir- 
ing British Ambassador in Spain, 
yesterday, in the House of Lords, 
gave experiences of nearly five years 
in Spain. He was moving a motion 
that the unifying forces of Europe 
stand in urgent need of strengthen- 
ing, and that every European citizen 
should be assured of certain funda- 
mental rights and liberties. 

“ During the greater part of this 
time.” he said, “Spain was -pfacti-~ 
cally a semi-occupied country, The 
German armies were on the frontier, 
and although Spain was not mili- 
tarily occupied in those early years 
of the war Spain was morally 
occupied.” 

Stating that: he welcomed without 
reservation the Anglo-Russian and 
Franco-Russian treaties, Viscount 
Templewood said: “ We should use 
the utmost care in avoiding inter- 
vention in the interior politics of 
any country. Let us not project 
into. these continental controversies 
our own habits of thought and our 
own terminology. Let us not divide 
Europe into definite camps—Reds 
and Whites, Communist and 
Fascist: L do not believe in these 
cut-and-dried decisions.” 


Raids On Japanese 
Mainland 


China-based Super-Fortresses yes- 
terday raided Kyushu and Omura, 
on the Japanese mainland, “with 
excellent results,” the U.S. War De- 
partment announced last night. 
Shanghai and Nanking were iiso 
attacked. 

A communiqué issued yesterday 
by Japanese Imperial H.Q. stated: 
“Between 30 and 40 B 25s (Super- 
Fortresses) attacked “Kyushu this 
morning. The main target was the 
town of Omura. Results achieved 


by our defence are being investi- 
gated. Damage was slight. 


Ail - E é Thai 
ds. có 
+. “oe, 5: . 


at * Af * .* “ 
Fá á á: Fad Cara 


LEAVE IT 


are now very few 

before 

early—in the forenoon if 

possible, and avoid the 

afternoon rush. Here are 
a few suggestions, 


Made 
Crepe. 
generous fullness 


Correctly cut on bi 
The squ 


the bodice. 
shades of Sky, Peach, 
Pink. Green and Ivory. 
(7 Coupons) 


MEN'S GLOVES 
- Skin Gloves, 
style. Good 

to finger-tips. 


Lined with Lamb, 22/6. 


LADIES’ GLOVES 


= 


Tet 
enter Mes has 75; 


arties igorous penalties en- 
foresatle ty tee kw, 


~ 


ay 5 Closing 
s 6 p.m. ; urs., Fri, 
“+! and Sat. at 6.30. 


LADIES NIGHTDRESSES 


from heavy quality Art Silk 

with 
e neck 
is lace edged; dainty embroidery on 
All round tie belt. In 


18/11 


popular 


14/11 


Ladies’ superior quality Fur Back Gloves 


in nice dark shades, fur 
lined to finger tips. Prices . 
from £3-15-0 to á | 


—FLERY BÓ. U940 LIES 


LAW CLERKS 
TO BE PAID 
FULL BONUS 


EVEN HUNDRED law clerks 
and typists in Dublin city and 
county may receive a Christmas box 
of the maximum bonus of Ils. per 
week for adults and 5s. 6d. for 
juveniles. The award is to be re- 
trospective from July 26th. 

The campaign to improve the con- 
ditions of these workers has been 
going on for the past eighteen 
months. The Dublin Solicitors’ Bar 
Association, the Incorporated Law 
Society and the Irish Union of Dis- 
tributive Workers and Clerks took 
part in the negotiations. On October 
25th the Association met officials 
of the union and a joint application 
was made to the Minister for In- 
dustry and Commerce on November 
16th. The Order granting the bonus 
was made by the Minister on 
December 4th. 

Bonuses already have been ob- 

tained in Cork and Limerick, where 
agreements exist betwéen the union 
and the Bar Association. Negotia- 
tions are proceeding in other parts 
of the country. 
_ Announcing the award at a meet- 
ing of the workers in the O’Connell 
Hall, Dublin, last night, Mr. W. J. 
Fitzpatrick, branch secretary, paid 
special tribute to the Irish Times for 
its invaluable assistance in improv- 
ing the lot of the law clerks and. 
typists. The editorial in that paper, 
he said, helped considerably. The 
most important feature of the 
Order, he added, was that recog- 
nition now had been afforded by 
the solicitors’ organisation to the 
law clerks who were members of 
the union. 

Mr. John Fenning, chairman of 
the law clerks’ and law typists’ 
section of the union, expressed the 
hope that the bonuses would be 
paid forthwith. 


Gas All Day On 


Christmas 


AS will be available in Dublin 
on Christmas Day, from 7.30 


a.m. to midnight, 
There are special extensions 
Christmas 


of the hours also on 
Eve and Boxing Day. 


| 


Refuse Collection In 
Dublin Is Efficient 


According to a report issued by 
the City Manager, yesterday, the 
General Purposes Committee: of 
Dublin Corporation are satisfied 
that the revised system of refuse 
collection which has been in opera- 
tion for 34 years is proving efficient. 

Tests and inspections made 
recently in various areas “have 
established the fact,” says the re- 
port, ' that no useful purpose would 
be served by reverting to the former 
practice under existing conditions, 
It was the experience of the Cleans- 
ing Department that, when a twice- 
weekly collection was in operation 
in residential areas,#full advantage 
was not taken of the services by 
householders. with the result that 
vehicles were at times only partly 
loaded, thus wasting petrol and 
men’s time. Other considerations, 
apart, it is not possible to revert to 
the pre-1941 service owing to the 
impossibility of securing the service 
of additional motor vehicles.” 

[he City Manager states that the 
reports which form the subject of 
his statement were adopted by the 
General Purposes Committee. 
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To-day 


A stocking every lady admires 
is a fuliy fashioned § sheer 
pure silk. Here is a delight- 
ful line in a luxurious quality. 
In fashionable American 


colours. Sizes 
8} and 9. A most 5 
acceptable gift ... 
HANDBAGS 
Underarm Morocco’ _— Leather 
Handbag. Double handles, 


fF P-{F LF 


~ fad > e 
r 


gá i 


fastener on centre pocket, 

mirror. Lined with 

x 103". Price .... 40/- 

“ Splendid of Ladies’ 
Profit 

MEN’S SLIPOVERS 


fitted with three pockets, zipp 
Moire Silk. Size 8” 
variety 
and Men’s Slippers at Small 
prices. 


MEN’S SCARVES 


Men's All Wool Check 
rves in a large 


Sea range of RA 
enon eee |0/6 2 
standing value at á 


a” ' 
“PYREX” WARE 3 
Pyrex’ Casseroles, ‘i ' 
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